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World AIDS Day Message 

 

 
 

This year's World AIDS Day theme, "Ending the HIV Epidemic: Equitable Access, 

Everyone's Voice," is a reminder that despite advances in prevention and treatment of  HIV, 

access to HIV testing, treatment, and prevention tools remains a challenge we must 

address.  

  

The HPTN’s commitment to pursuing new HIV prevention tools and novel approaches to 

enhancing prevention ef fectiveness is anchored in the goal of  providing all individuals at 

risk, regardless of  race, ethnicity, gender identity, sexuality, class, or disability, access to 

the prevention strategies that f it their needs. Our commitment is to ensure HIV prevention 

is integrated with ways to prevent sexually transmitted infections and unintended 

pregnancies. 

  



 

We are grateful to our Network members and partners, research teams, funders, 

community organizations, other stakeholders, and most of all, our study participants that 

have supported our ongoing research aimed at ending the HIV global epidemic.  

  

Thank you all for your continued hard work, dedication, and passion.  

 

 

Dr. Myron S. Cohen 

HPTN Principal Investigator 

 

Dr. Wafaa M. El-Sadr 

HPTN Principal Investigator 

 

Shoutouts 

 

 

 

Dr. Allysha C. Maragh-Bass 

 

Dr. Typhanye V. Dyer 

 

Two HPTN Scholars recently participated in a panel discussion at the 2021 International 

Conference on Stigma entitled “Ending the Epidemic for Who: Considerations for Uplifting 

Youth Voices.” Dr. Allysha C. Maragh-Bass, a 2018-2019 Domestic Scholar, is a scientist 

at FHI 360, an adjunct professor at Duke Global Health Institute in Durham, N.C., and a 

visiting professor at UC San Francisco. Dr. Typhanye V. Dyer, a 2011-2012 Domestic 

Scholar, is an associate professor in the Department of  Epidemiology  and Biostatistics at 

the University of  Maryland School of Public Health.  

 



 

 

HPTN 084 protocol co-chair Dr. Mina Hosseinipour recently completed the Tour of  

Karamoja, Uganda’s ultimate wilderness bicycle tradition, biking nearly 500 kilometers. 

She was recognized as the 'youngest rider' and 'strongest female cyclist.' Dr. David 

Serwadda, HPTN Executive Committee member, joined the second half  of  the Tour, biking 

nearly 200 kilometers and using the event to raise money for young girls' education in 

Karamoja. He took up cycling during the COVID-19 global epidemic. Dr. Hosseinipour 

reports both she and Dr. Serwadda discussed HIV prevention during evening campf ires.  

 

Network Member Spotlight 

 

 

 

Dr. Hyman Scott, HTPN 083 protocol team member and 

co-investigator for HPTN 091 at Bridge HIV in San 

Francisco, is the clinical research medical director at 

Bridge HIV and an assistant clinical professor of 

Medicine at the University of  California, San Francisco. 

His research focuses on implementing HIV prevention 

and COVID-19 vaccine clinical trials, using technology to 

expand HIV/STI testing and PrEP, and addressing 

racial/ethnic disparities in HIV incidence. Dr. Scott is 

also an HIV and PrEP provider at the Positive Health 

Program (Ward 86). In addition, he leads PrEP 

implementation within the San Francisco Department of  

Health primary care clinics and serves as medical 

director for the San Francisco AIDS Foundation Strut 

Clinic.  
 

https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn084
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn083
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn091


 

What aspect of your role do you enjoy the most? 

I most enjoy the ability to work with volunteers and community members who are 

committed to helping us f ind new HIV prevention tools. Their altruism and willingness to 

donate time and undergo procedures to advance HIV prevention science provide daily 

inspiration. 
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