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What's New in the HPTN?

A World AIDS Day Message from HPTN

This year's World AIDS Day
theme is "Getting to Zero." How
do we get new HIV infections to
zero? For many around the world
who have been at the forefront of
the epidemic from its earliest
days, the dedication and
determination of so many has
sustained the momentum of
confronting the epidemic.

GETTING TO

ZERO

Many of us recall the early dark days and the sense of hopelessness that
prevailed in both the prevention and therapeutic arenas. We have come a
long way in the journey. The HIV Prevention Trials Network (HPTN) is
proud to be a leader in identifying new and innovative HIV prevention
strategies. As World AIDS Day approaches, we once again extend our
heartfelt gratitude to those who continue to believe that “getting to zero” is
possible. For those who work at research sites, who volunteer on
community advisory groups, for those who work on the design of the
studies, for those who test study samples or analyze the data for our
studies, we say thank you. None of the work we do would be possible
without the collaborative spirit and passion you bring to this cause.

As we look back on 2013 there is much to celebrate. Results from HPTN
043 showed that efforts to take testing into the communities can increase
the number of people who get tested and know their HIV status. The
findings from this study, along with those from HPTN 052, will help inform
“test and treat” strategies currently underway and in development. The
ongoing HPTN 065 (TLC-Plus) and the recently launched HPTN 071
(PopART) study will provide critical information regarding this promising
strategy. This year also marked the launch of HPTN 073, the first study to
specifically look at the feasibility and acceptability of pre-exposure
prophylaxis (PrEP) among Black men who have sex with men in the U.S.
There are also exciting vanguard studies planned. HPTN 074 will examine
treatment as prevention for injection drug users and HPTN 075 will
determine the feasibility of HIV prevention cohort studies among MSM in
Sub-Saharan Africa. At the same time, the HPTN continues to build a
vibrant pre-exposure prophylaxis agenda with two planned studies, HPTN
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Study Updates

HPTN 061

Congratulations to the HPTN 061 team
for their successful publications. HPTN
061, or the BROTHERS Study, showed
that the overall rate of new HIV infection
among Black MSM in the study was
nearly 50 percent higher than in white
MSM in the U.S. Young black men—
those 30 years of age or younger—
acquired HIV infection at a rate of 5.9
percent a year, three times the rate
among U.S. white MSM. Since July the
team has published four new papers
with several others awaiting publication
or under journal review. Great work
HPTN 061!

1) Koblin B., Mayer K., Eshleman S.,
Wang L., Mannheimer S., del Rio C.,
Shoptaw S., Magnus M., Buchbinder S.,
Wilton L., Liu T-Y., Cummings V.,
Piwowar-Manning E., Fields S., Giriffith
S., Elharrar V., Wheeler D., and HPTN
061 Protocol Team. Correlates of HIV
Acquisition in a Cohort of Black Men
Who Have Sex with Men in the United
States: HIV Prevention Trials Network
(HPTN) 061. PLoS ONE 8(7): e70413.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0070413

2) Dyer T. P., Regan R., Wilton L.,
Harawa N. T., Ou S. S., Wang Lei, and
Shoptaw S. Differences in Substance
Use, Psychosocial Characteristics
and HIV-Related Sexual Risk
Behavior Between Black Men Who
Have Sex with Men Only (BMSMO)
and Black Men Who Have Sex with
Men and Women (BMSMW) in Six US
Cities.Journal of Urban Health,
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076 and HTPN 077, which will evaluate the safety and acceptability of
two promising long-acting injectable antiretroviral drugs for PrEP.

Despite the progress that has been made we know there are knowledge
gaps and more work needs to be done. The HPTN is dedicated to find
integrated combination strategies inclusive of biomedical, behavioral and
structural interventions that can significantly decrease HIV incidence,
maximize the “prevention cascade” to achieve potential for effectiveness
of prevention interventions and find ways to evaluate new promising PrEP
regimens that would fit within a multi-component prevention strategy in the
future.

World AIDS Day is an opportunity to come together as a community and
to demonstrate our solidarity and commitment to the fight against HIV.
Getting to zero new infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related
deaths is a goal we must continue to embrace and work tirelessly to
achieve.

Wafaa El-Sadr, MD, MPH
Myron Cohen, MD
HPTN Principal Investigators

HPTN 071 (PopART) Launches

The HPTN is
pleased to announce
the launch of the
HPTN 071 study
(POpART—
Population Effects of
Antiretroviral
Therapy to Reduce
HIV Transmission).
The study is being
conducted in South
Africa and Zambia
and will determine
the impact of a
combined package
of several
interventions in
reducing the number of new HIV infections in communities. The
prevention package includes a universal HIV test and treat model (UTT),
with annual home-based HIV testing, linkage of those found to be HIV
positive to care and the offer of immediate antiretroviral therapy (ART) for
all HIV-infected adults, irrespective of CD4 count, and medical male
circumcision for HIV uninfected men.

South Africa HPTN 071 CHiPs Workers

Data from recent clinical trials have demonstrated the efficacy of many
components of the combination prevention package. While most of these
prevention approaches are now offered in many high HIV prevalence
settings, achieving high enough coverage to reduce the number of new
infections has proven challenging.

The HPTN 071 (PopART) study will aim to deliver the prevention package
to all households within a community to enhance coverage and thereby
reduce new HIV infections at the population level. Specially trained
community health workers will play a key role in achieving high coverage
of the interventions.

“There is a very strong rationale for test-and-treat as a new approach to
HIV prevention,” said Richard Hayes, HPTN 071 (PopART) Principal
Investigator and Professor of Epidemiology and International Health at the
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2013. DOI:10.1007/s11524-013-9811-1

3) Hussen S.A., Stephenson R., del Rio
C., Wilton L., Wallace J., et al. (2013)
HIV Testing Patterns among Black
Men Who Have Sex with Men: A
Qualitative Typology. PLoS ONE 8(9):
€75382. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.
0075382

4) Brewer RA, Magnus M, Kuo I, Wang
L, Liu TY, Mayer KH. Exploring the
relationship between incarceration
and HIV among Black men who have
sex with men in the United States. J
Acquir Immune Defic Syndr, 2013 Oct
2. DO
10.1097/01.gai.0000434953.65620.

3d

(SCHOLAR PAPER; Published on-line 2
Oct 2013)

To highlight results from the study and
recently published work from the team,
HPTN will host a national webinar
January 8, 2014 at 1:00 pm. EST. More
details to come at www.hptn.org.

HPTN 067

Congratulations to the HPTNO067/
ADAPT Bangkok team for completing
enrollment in July. The participants at
this site will complete their final study
visit in May 2014. HPTN 067/ADAPT is
a Phase Il study to determine the
feasibility of intermittent dosing of
Truvada as pre-exposure prophylaxis
(PrEP) to prevent HIV in heterosexual
women and in men who have sex with
men and transgender women. In the first
part of the study, pill-taking is directly
observed to determine an objective
measure of drug exposure for each
participant. Participants are then
randomized to receive daily dosing,
time-driven dosing, or event-driven
dosing. They are also called every week
so that they can report their pill-taking
and sexual behaviors. Results will help
identify the optimal regimens for
facilitating adherence and encouraging
healthy sexual practices. This is the first
HPTN study to use Wisepill
Technologies to help determine when
participants take their pills.

HPTN 074 (under development)
HPTN 074 will determine the feasibility
of a future trial that will assess whether
an integrated intervention combining
facilitated antiretroviral therapy (ART) at
any CD4 cell count, substance use
treatment, and behavioral counseling for
HIV-infected people who inject drugs
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London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. “The study will help
determine whether this approach can be delivered on a wide scale in sub-
Saharan Africa with high uptake and coverage, and what impact this will
have on HIV incidence at the population level.”

“‘HPTN 071 (PopART) is a natural extension of HPTN’s HIV prevention
research portfolio as it relates to integrated strategies for HIV prevention,”
said Dr. Wafaa EI-Sadr, HPTN Principal Investigator. “The findings from
HPTN 071 (PopART) will be critical for policy makers as this study will
determine whether such an HIV prevention package will work at
population level and whether it is cost effective.”

The study will involve 21 communities in South Africa and Zambia with a
total population of 1.2 million.

The Cost Effectiveness of TasP

Using model-based analysis of data from HPTN 052, early initiation of
ART for HIV infected individuals with uninfected sexual partners not only
helps reduce transmission but it also appears to make economic sense. In
a report published in the New England Journal of Medicine, researchers
found that early antiretroviral therapy (ART) was very cost-effective in
South Africa and India over the lifetime of patients.

Researchers used a mathematical model simulating HIV treatment and
transmission and its associated health and economic outcomes to make
their projections. The results indicated that, during the first five years, 93
percent of patients receiving early ART would survive, compared with 83
percent of those whose treatment was delayed. The potential costs of
infections that were prevented by early treatment in South Africa —
particularly tuberculosis — would outweigh the costs of ART medications,
indicating that the strategy would result in overall cost savings. While this
was not the case for India, where costs of care for opportunistic infections
are less, early ART in India was projected to be cost-effective, according
to established standards.

Lead author Rochelle
Walensky, MD, MPH says
early ART is a “triple winner”.
“HIV-infected patients live
healthier lives, their partners
are protected from HIV, and
the investment is superb.
Now that we know that early
ART not only improves
clinical and prevention
outcomes but also is a great
investment, we need to
redouble international efforts
to provide ART to any HIV-

1t Rochealle
ﬁ | WALENSKY
Dr. Walensky at AIDS 2012 Press Conference
infected person who can benefit from it.”
The feasibility of providing early ART has been questioned, particularly in
resource-limited countries, but researchers for the report say their analysis

shows that with the proper investment dramatic decreases in infections
and illness could be realized.

Building Connections: Using Social Media to Increase
Community Engagement

Increasingly, the HPTN is looking to social media to expand our reach.
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(PWID) will reduce HIV transmission to
HIV-uninfected injection partners, as
compared to routine care dictated by
World Health Organization (WHO)
and/or national guidelines for HIV-
infected PWID. Sites are currently
being selected.

HPTN 075 (under development)
HPTN 075 is an observational cohort
study that will determine the feasibility
of recruiting and retaining roughly 400
men who have sex with men (MSM) at
four sites in sub-Saharan Africa in a
preparation for future HPTN studies in
the region. Although HIV infection status
is not a factor in inclusion and exclusion
criteria, a total of 20 HIV-infected
individuals will be allowed to enroll at
each of the four sites.

HPTN 076 (under development)
HPTN 076 will evaluate the safety and
acceptability of a long acting injectable
pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) agent
among approximately 132 healthy, HIV-
uninfected women. The study will have
two sites in the United States (Newark,
New Jersey and Bronx, New York) along
with sites in Cape Town, South Africa
and Harare, Zimbabwe. Sites are
expected to begin enroliment in early
2014.

Dr. Myron Cohen to Receive Award
HPTN Principal Investigator Dr. Myron
Cohen will be presented North
Carolina’s highest civilian honor, the
North Carolina Award. Since 1964,
awards have been given annually in four
categories: fine arts, literature, public
service and science. Dr. Cohen is being
recognized as the architect and principal
investigator of the groundbreaking HPTN
052 study. “His teamwork and never
give up approach have led to hope for an
AIDS-free generation.” Governor Pat
McCrory will present the award which is
administered by the N.C. Department of
Cultural Resources. Previous recipients
include Maya Angelou, Charles Kuralt
and Charlie Rose.

HPTN Annual Meeting

Mark your calendars! The HPTN annual
meeting will be held June 13-20 at the
Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel in
Crystal City, VA. Last year more than
500 people attended. Join HIV
prevention researchers, advocates and
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Building our national community engagement has been successful through
the collaborative use of several communication channels. When
enrollment started for the PrEP implementation study HPTN 073, we
launched a multi-faceted social media awareness campaign that included
a webinar that was publicized through email messages, event invitations
on Facebook and Twitter and through several LinkedIn group discussions.
Those messages were amplified when several of our followers on
Facebook and Twitter shared those posts and tweets, as did the authors
of several blogs.

A one-hour Twitter Chat prior to the webinar encouraged organizations and
individuals to tweet questions about the study. Those questions were
answered by HPTN’s Senior Community Program Manager, Jonathan
Lucas and Christopher Chauncey Watson, Chair of the HPTN Black
Caucus. These combined efforts allowed us to share important
information about HPTN 073 in a way that is not always possible with
traditional communication methods.

Social media outlets reach organizations and other groups that may have
concerns about HIV and other health disparities, but may not be aware of
important HIV prevention research in the development of policies and
programs that impact the communities they serve. We have used our
Facebook and Twitter pages to establish connections with community-
based HIV service organizations, civic, faith-based, and professional
groups, as well as advocacy networks. These connections allow us to
provide information that they can then share with their constituency
groups.

To help HPTN'’s connections continue to grow include a link to
Facebook/HIVptn and Twitter/HIVptn in your newsletters or blogs, or
email those links to any organization that may benefit from receiving
updates about HIV prevention research. You can also help by sharing your
feedback. HPTN is conducting a brief survey this month to gather
additional information about our national community engagement efforts.
Please change to: Please take a minute to click the survey link, and
forward to others so our social media efforts can continue to improve.

Let’s Talk About PrEP in LA

Community outreach

is a 24/7 job. Just ask

Kieta Mutepfa and

Gregory Victorianne,

who are both involved

in recruitment efforts

for HPTN PrEP

studies in Los

Angeles, California.

Kieta is the Senior
Community Health

Program /4
Representative for the
UCLA Care Clinic.
Gregory is the
Recruitment and Retention Coordinator at the UCLA Department of
Family Medicine.

Kieta Mutepfa and Gregory Victorianne

Kieta started the LA County PrEP group in 2011. “There were a number of
PrEP demonstration projects planned in the Los Angeles area. To mitigate
oversaturation of the same communities we mapped out where they were
taking place to see how community organizations could work together.”
As a result of those early conversations and collaborations the LA County
Department of Public Health, Division of HIV and STD Programs, will
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collaborators from around the world to
learn the latest about HPTN's exciting
scientific agenda. Reservation and
agenda information coming soon. Look
for updates at www.hptn.org.

FHI 360 is moving

The HPTN Leadership and Operations
Center (LOC), FHI 360, will be moving
to a new location in Durham NC, in
November. This will not affect the email
addresses or telephone numbers of
LOC staff. The new office will be
located at 359 Blackwell Street, Suite
200 Durham, NC 27701.

Towards an AIDS Free Generation:
Increasing HIV Treatment

Join Dr. Wafaa EI-Sadr Wednesday,
November 20 at 1:00 p.m. EST for an
interactive webinar brought to you by
the Black AIDS Institute and the HIV
Prevention Trials Network (HPTN)
discussing:

+ The Importance and Challenges
of Increasing Treatment
Adherence

¢ Policy and Programing Lessons
Learned From HPTN 052-The
Serodiscordant Couples Study

« What We Hope to Learn From
HPTN 065-The Test, Link to
Care, Plus Treat (TLC-Plus)
Study

* What’s Next in Treatment as
Prevention (TasP) Research.

Attendance is free, and people from all
backgrounds are invited to participate.
Register and submit your questions
for Dr. El-Sadr. The presentation will
be recorded and posted on the HPTN
website webinars page.

HPTN at the 2013 U.S. Conference on
AIDS

The HPTN presented at a variety of
workshops and seminars during the
2013 United Sates Conferences on
AIDS (USCA) in New Orleans,
Louisiana. Participants learned more
about the latest advances in HIV
prevention research as well as ways to
become engaged in the clinical research
process at the local, regional and
community level. You can view the
presentations at HPTN.org.

Coming Soon
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fully implement PrEP information in their HIV counseling and training
beginning in early 2014.

“When it comes to PrEP, education is key,” says Kieta. “When we first
started talking about PrEP people were like, ‘What is that?” ‘Who is it for?’
We need to find ways to normalize the conversation about PrEP
especially as we move into healthcare reform.” She says it’s also
important that the information comes from sources and organizations that
community members are already familiar with and trust.

Gregory agrees that building community trust is critical and he says the
education process for PrEP is ongoing. “Not everyone understands yet
exactly what PrEP is or the difference between some of the PrEP studies
in LA County. One part of my job is education and to cast the net wide—
distributing palm cards on buses, hang out where the guys are, including
community gatherings, hang out on the streets, support CBOs, and to
speak to providers about the availability of PrEP in our community.”

Once a law clerk, Gregory says he migrated to HIV prevention work when
he lost his best friend Ricardo to AIDS. “Ricardo told me | need to do this
work to prevent our community from dying. We have lost more people of
African descent to HIV/AIDS than the Middle Passage or what some call
the Black Holocaust.” It was the loss of Ricardo and many friends early in
the epidemic that Gregory says continues to motivate him. “If | can keep
one person from seroconverting in HPTN 073 - that’s a success."

Kieta began volunteering at a hospice for AIDS patients when she was in
college. “l saw the height of people dying and now to be part of the living
is great.” She says she is encouraged and inspired by the progress that
has been made. “Hopefully what we learn will shift the paradigm for HIV
treatment and prevention. What we do to make it possible for
serodiscordant couples to have healthy relationships, to make sure the
MSM HIV positive population doesn’t continue to grow, and that women
have other options besides condoms. All these things give me hope.”

A Closer Look

HPTN Scholars Spotlight

The HPTN is pleased to once again
offer a scholarship opportunity for
early-career U.S. minority
investigators funded through a
supplement from the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
(NIAID) and the National Institute for
Mental Health (NIMH). Applications
are now being accepted. Click here
for more information and how to apply.
Current HPTN Scholar LaRon Nelson
is an Assistant Professor and
Assistant Dean of Global &
Community Affairs in the College of
Nursing at the University of South
Florida. His research focuses on the
primary prevention of HIV and other
sexually transmissible infections
among men who have sex with men
within African and African Diaspora
communities. His work is primarily concerned with understanding social
and structural factors that influence HIV infection and related clinical
outcomes.

LaRon Nelson
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Fourth International Conference on
Stigma
Friday, November 22

Washington, DC
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World AIDS Day
Sunday, December 1

NAESM 2014
January 16-19
Orlando, Florida

CROI 2014
March 3-6
Boston, Massachusetts
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Hot Off the Press

HPTN 052

Fogel JM, Wang L, Parsons TL, Ou
S-S, Piwowar-Manning E, Chen Y,
Mudhune VO, Hosseinipour MC,
Kumwenda J, Hakim JG,
Chariyalertsak S, Panchia R, Sanne
I, Kumarasamy N, Grinsztejn B,
Makhema J, Pilotto J, Santos BR,
Mayer KH, McCauley M, Gamble T,
Bumpus NN, Hendrix CW, Cohen
MS, and Eshleman SH. Undisclosed
antiretroviral drug use in a
multinational clinical trial (HPTN
052). J Infect Dis. 2013 Sep 16.
PMID: 23908493

Walensky RP, Ross EL,

57


http://hptn.org/hptn_structure/scholars.htm
http://www.whocanyoutell.org/2013-conference/
http://www.worldaidsday.org/index.php
http://www.naesm.org/?page_id=58
http://croi2014.org/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/m/pubmed/23908493/

5/3/2016

HPTN newsletter #13

What made you decide to apply to become an HPTN Scholar?

The program offered me the opportunity to be more involved with the
landmark HPTN 061 Black MSM study and to work more closely with
Protocol Co-Chair Dr. Ken Mayer who is a pioneer global health
researcher with MSM. This area of research was something | had begun
to explore in my own work.

How has the HPTN Scholar’s program helped you? What have you
gained from the experience?

Being an HPTN Scholar helped me to develop a more precise focus in my
research—MSM in African and African Diaspora communities. The
program has helped me gain a strong sense of the cutting edge research
that is happening now—not only what is reported in literature 1-2 years
after it has been completed. Having the chance to network and
collaborate with leaders in HIV prevention science has enabled me to
structure my own research program in the context of current and emerging
studies, allowing me to have a clear sense of how my work will contribute
to overall advances being made in prevention science.

What do you consider your greatest accomplishment as an HPTN
Scholar?

For me, it was the opportunity to work so closely with my mentor, Dr.
Ken Mayer, and contribute to the development of HPTN 073. It allowed
me to bring my research and clinical expertise, as well as my public
health leadership background, to that process. The experience definitely
helped me think about how to move other research ideas, outside of the
network, from concept phase to implementation within a collaborative
interdisciplinary team.

What would you tell other prospective scholars about the program
and how it might benefit them?

| would encourage the scholars to adopt a go-getter attitude and seek out
opportunities to maximize their learning opportunities and exposure to the
researchers and knowledge within the Network.

Hear more from LaRon and HPTN scholar
Russell Brewer in their StoryCorps
conversations with their HPTN mentors on
the HPTN website.
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Kumarasamy N, Wood R, Noubary F,
Paltiel AD, Nakamura YM, Godbole
SV, Panchia R, Sanne |, Weinstein
MC, Losina E, Mayer KH, Chen YQ,
Wang L, McCauley M, Gamble T,
Seage GR 3rd, Cohen MS, Freedberg
KA. Cost-Effectiveness of HIV
Treatment as Prevention in
Serodiscordant Couples

N Engl J Med. 2013 Oct
31;369(18):1715-25. doi:
10.1056/NEJMsa1214720.

HPTN 057

Mirochnick M, Taha T, Kreitchmann
R, Nielsen-Saines K, Kumwenda N,
Joao E, Pinto J,

Santos B, Parsons T, Kearney B,
Emel L, Herron C, Richardson P,
Hudelson SE, Eshleman

SH, George K, Fowler MG, Sato P,
Mofenson L; for the HPTN 057
Protocol team.

Pharmacokinetics and Safety of
Tenofovir in HIV-infected Women
during Labor and their Infants
During the First Week of Life.
JAIDS. 2013 Aug 23. PMID:
23979002.

HPTN 061
See separate article on page one.

Want to Read More?
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« HPTN 052
e HPTN 061
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We would love to hear your comments
on the newsletter, answer any
questions you have about its content, or
consider your ideas for future articles.
Please contact us at news@hptn.org.

You can also like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter!

Find us on Facebook

FOLLOW US oN Ewikker

Was this email forwarded to you? You
can subscribe here.
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