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The Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections (CROI) takes place March 4-7 at the 

Washington State Convention Center in Seattle. HPTN researchers will present 19 abstracts covering HPTN 

071, HPTN 074, HPTN 077, HPTN 078, and HPTN 082. Richard Hayes, DSc, FMedSci, HPTN 071 protocol 

chair, will present primary results from the study during an oral session entitled, “Impact of Universal Testing 

and Treatment in Zambia and South Africa: HPTN 071 (PopART).” Also, from the HPTN 071 protocol team, 

Mohammed Limbada, BSChB, MBcHB, MSc, will lead the themed discussion, “Treat All, Treat Fast.” James 

Moore, PhD, will discuss, “Estimating HIV Incidence Among Young Women in HPTN 082 Using Baseline HIV 

Risk Scores,” and Raphael Landovitz, MD, MSc, HPTN 077 and HPTN 083 protocol chair, will deliver a 

presentation entitled, “Cabotegravir is not Associated with Weight Gain in HIV-Negative Individuals: HPTN 

077.” CROI 2019 webcasts, abstracts, electronic posters, and other electronic resources will be available 

online after the conference ends. 

 

 

https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn071
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn071
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn074
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn077
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn078
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn082


  

 

The National AIDS Education and Services for Minorities (NAESM) conference was held January 17-20 in 

Arlington, Virginia. During the four-day event, the HPTN was represented by Christopher Hucks-Ortiz, MPH, 

chair of the HPTN Black Caucus, Craig Hutchinson, MPH, Black Gay Research Group (BGRG) 

and HPTN Black Caucus co-chair, and Rondalya DeShields, MSN, RN, HPTN Community Working Group 

member. The three participated in a session entitled, “HPTN Responds to the BGRG Research Agenda: A 

Multi-Disciplinary Approach” which provided an overview of the HPTN’s research, as well as additional 

research strategies that can be used to inform the development of community programs that align with the 

updated and soon to be released BGRG Black Gay Men’s Research Agenda. A second session, “Be the 

Generation: Empowering Communities to End the HIV/AIDS Epidemic” featured Christopher Hucks-Ortiz along 

with representatives from the Legacy Project, HIV Vaccine Trials Network, and Microbicide Trials Network 

discussing the Be the Generation project. 

 

 

  

 

https://hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=df0f853f7e&e=a4557017ca
https://www.hanc.info/LEGACY/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.hvtn.org/en.html
https://mtnstopshiv.org/
https://www.fredhutch.org/en/labs/be-the-generation.html


 

 

Shout-outs  

 

 

  

 

Wits Clinical Research Site Staff  

 

 

Myron Cohen, MD, HPTN co-principal investigator (fourth from the right), is joined by Helen Rees, OBE, 

MBBChir, MA, DRCOG, DCH, founder and executive director of the Wits Reproductive Health and HIV 

Institute of the University of the Witwatersrand (sixth from the right) and the HVTN 703/HPTN 081 site team 

during a recent visit to the Wits Clinical Research Site in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 

 

 

 

Wafaa El-Sadr, MD, MPH, MPA, HPTN co-principal investigator, 

was inducted as a fellow of the African Academy of Sciences 

(AAS). Fellows are African scientists residing in Africa or 

elsewhere who have attained the highest international standards 

and/or who have made significant contributions to the 

development and application of science, technology, and 

innovation in Africa. 

 

 

https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/703_081


 

  

 

             Rakai Health Sciences Group                                       Salim Abdool Karim, MBChB, PhD 

 

 

The Rakai Health Sciences Program, Salim Abdool Karim, MBChB, PhD, and Sheila West, PhD, were joint 

winners of Kuwait’s 2018 Al-Sumait Prize for African Development. The prize rewards innovative and inspiring 

initiatives and research by individuals and organizations that address the challenges facing the African 

continent. The Rakai Health Sciences Program in Kalisizo, Uganda, led by David Serwadda, MD, HPTN 

international lead investigator (fifth from the left), was recognized for its important role in improving public 

health in the African continent by fighting against HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases. Dr. Karim, 

HPTN 035 protocol chair and director of CAPRISA, was recognized for his contributions to science in HIV 

treatment and prevention over the past three decades. Dr. West, vice chair for research, Wilmer Eye Institute 

at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, was recognized for her work to control blindness among 

children and adults. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Jaasiel Chapman, a member of the HPTN 

083 Community Working Group and a clinical research 

community educator at the University of Cincinnati. Jassiel and a 

local medical student drafted a PrEP resolution that was recently 

passed by the Cincinnati City Council. The city is now dedicated 

to promoting PrEP initiatives to those that need it most. 

 

 

https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/23
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn083
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn083


 

 

Richard Hayes, DSc, FMedSci, is teaching a short course 

entitled, “Design and Analysis of Cluster Randomised and 

Stepped Wedge Trials.” This course, July 8-12 at the London 

School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, will cover the rationale for 

using these designs, specific design issues, the randomization 

process, sample size calculations, analytical methods, ethical 

considerations, and trial reporting and interpretation. Participants 

will receive a free copy of “Cluster Randomised Trials” co-

authored by Dr. Hayes. He is the protocol chair for HPTN 071 and 

a professor of Epidemiology and International Health at the 

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine in London. For 

more information about the course, click here. 
 

 

 

 

Network Member Spotlight  

 

 

 

 

Daniel Gondwe is an assistant community engagement 

coordinator with the John Hopkins Research Project in Blantyre, 

Malawi. He currently serves as a member of the HPTN 084 

Community Working Group. Daniel previously served as a 

member of the HPTN Global Community Working Group during 

the implementation of HPTN 035, HPTN 052, HPTN 075, and 

HVTN 703/HPTN 081. 

 

 

How did you first get involved with the HPTN? 

Two years after joining the Blantyre Clinical Research Site, I joined the recruitment team for HPTN 035. It was 

exciting joining that great team and recruiting many participants into the study. After contributing to the 

development of education, recruitment and retention strategies, my services were required at the start of 

several HPTN protocols. 

 

Read More  
 

 

https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn071
https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/study/courses/short-courses/cluster-randomised-trials
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn084
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/23
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn052
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn075
https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/703_081
https://www.hptn.org/about/conversations/daniel-gondwe


 

 

Awareness Days  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Hot Off The Press  

 

 

Hermanstyne KA, Green HD Jr, Tieu HV, Hucks-Ortiz C, Wilton L, Shoptaw S. The Association Between 

Condomless Anal Sex and Social Support Among Black Men Who Have Sex With Men (MSM) in Six U.S. 

Cities: A Study Using Data from the HIV Prevention Trials Network BROTHERS Study (HPTN 061). AIDS 

Behav. 2018 Oct 30. 

  

Landovitz RJ, Li S, Grinsztejn B, Dawood H, Liu AY, Magnus M, Hosseinipour MC, Panchia R, Cottle L, Chau 

G, Richardson P, Marzinke MA, Hendrix CW, Eshleman SH, Zhang Y, Tolley E, Sugarman J, Kofron R, 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30377980
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30377980
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30377980
https://aidsinfo.nih.gov/understanding-hiv-aids/hiv-aids-awareness-days/149/national-women-and-girls-hiv-aids-awareness-day
http://www.nnhaad.org/


Adeyeye A, Burns D, Rinehart AR, Margolis D, Spreen WR, Cohen MS, McCauley M, Eron JJ. Safety, 

tolerability, and pharmacokinetics of long-acting injectable cabotegravir in low-risk HIV-uninfected individuals: 

HPTN 077, a phase 2a randomized controlled trial. PLoS Med. 2018 Nov 8;15(11). 

  

Kilburn K, Hughes JP, MacPhail C, Wagner RG, Gómez-Olivé FX, Kahn K, Pettifor A. Cash Transfers, Young 

Women's Economic Well-Being, and HIV Risk: Evidence from HPTN 068. AIDS Behav. 2018 Nov 10. 

  

Seeley J, Bond V, Yang B, Floyd S, MacLeod D, Viljoen L, Phiri M, Simuyaba M, Hoddinott G, Shanaube K, 

Bwalya C, de Villiers L, Jennings K, Mwanza M, Schaap A, Dunbar R, Sabapathy K, Ayles H, Bock P, Hayes 

R, Fidler S; HPTN 071 (PopART) study team. Understanding the Time Needed to Link to Care and Start ART 

in Seven HPTN 071 (PopART) Study Communities in Zambia and South Africa. AIDS Behav. 2018 Nov 10. 

  

Leddy AM, Lippman SA, Neilands TB, Twine R, Ahern J, Gómez-Olivé FX, DeLong SM, MacPhail C, Kahn K, 

Pettifor AE. Community collective efficacy is associated with reduced physical intimate partner violence (IPV) 

incidence in the rural province of Mpumalanga, South Africa: findings from HPTN 068. J Epidemiol Community 

Health. 2019 Feb;73(2):176-181. 

  

Khoza MN, Delany-Moretlwe S, Scorgie F, Hove J, Selin A, Imrie J, Twine R, Kahn K, Pettifor A, MacPhail C. 

Men's perspectives on the impact of female-directed cash transfers on gender relations: Findings from the 

HPTN 068 qualitative study. PLoS One. 2018 Nov 26;13(11):e0207654. 

  

Stoner MCD, Dennis AM, Hughes JP, Eshleman SH, Sivay MV, Hudelson SE, Kate Grabowski M, Gomez-

Olive X, MacPhail C, Piwowar-Manning E, Kahn K, Pettifor A. Characteristics associated with HIV transmission 

networks involving adolescent girls and young women in HIV Prevention Trials Network (HPTN) 068 

study. Sex Transm Dis. 2018 Dec 3. 

  

Bond V, Nomsenge S, Mwamba M, Ziba D, Birch A, Mubekapi-Musadaidzwa C, Vanqa N, Viljoen L, Pliakas T, 

Ayles H, Hargreaves J, Hoddinott G, Stangl A, Seeley J; HPTN 071 (PopART) study team. "Being seen" at the 

clinic: Zambian and South African health worker reflections on the relationship between health facility spatial 

organisation and items and HIV stigma in 21 health facilities, the HPTN 071 (PopART) study. Health Place. 

2019 Jan;55:87-99. 

  

Sivay MV, Fogel JM, Wang J, Zhang Y, Piwowar-Manning E, Clarke W, Breaud A, Blankson J, Hamilton EL, 

Kahn K, Selin A, Gomez-Olive FX, MacPhail C, Hughes JP, Pettifor A, Eshleman SH. Natural control of HIV 

infection in young women in South Africa: HPTN 068. HIV Clin Trials. 2018 Oct;19(5):202-208. 

  

Mulubwa C, Hensen B, Phiri MM, Shanaube K, Schaap AJ, Floyd S, Phiri CR, Bwalya C, Bond V, Simwinga 

M, Mwenge L, Fidler S, Hayes R, Mwinga A, Ayles H; HPTN 071 (PopART) Study Team. Community based 

distribution of oral HIV self-testing kits in Zambia: a cluster-randomised trial nested in four HPTN 071 

(PopART) intervention communities. Lancet HIV. 2019 Feb;6(2):e81-e92. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30408115
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30408115
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30408115
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30415429
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30415429
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30415432
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30415432
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30455373
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30455373
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30475851
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30475851
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30516725
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30516725
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30516725
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30528346
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30528346
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30528346
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30522410
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30522410
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30584047
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30584047
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30584047


 

  

Kapadia SN, Wu C, Mayer KH, Wilkin TJ, Amico KR, Landovitz RJ, Andrade A, Chen YQ, Chege W, 

McCauley M, Gulick RM, Schackman BR. No change in health-related quality of life for at-risk U.S. women and 

men starting HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP): Findings from HPTN 069/ACTG A5305. PLoS One. 2018 

Dec 26;13(12):e0206577. 

  

Hightow-Weidman LB, Magnus M, Beauchamp G, Hurt CB, Shoptaw S, Emel L, Piwowar-Manning E, Mayer 

KH, Nelson LE, Wilton L, Watkins P, Whitfield D, Fields SD, Wheeler D. Incidence and Correlates of STIs 

among Black Men who have Sex with Men Participating in the HPTN 073 PrEP Study. Clin Infect Dis. 2019 

Jan 7. 

 

Price J, Pettifor A, Selin A, Wagner RG, MacPhail C, Agyei Y, Gómez-Olivé FX, Kahn K. The association 

between perceived household educational support and HIV risk in young women in a rural South African 

community (HPTN 068): A cross-sectional study. PLoS One. 2019 Jan 17;14(1):e0210632. 

  

Fearon E, Wiggins RD, Pettifor AE, MacPhail C, Kahn K, Selin A, Gómez-Olivé FX, Hargreaves JR. 

Friendships Among Young South African Women, Sexual Behaviours and Connections to Sexual Partners 

(HPTN 068). AIDS Behav. 2019 Jan 25. 

  

Adamson B, El-Sadr W, Dimitrov D, Gamble T, Beauchamp G, Carlson JJ, Garrison L Jr, Donnell D. The Cost-

Effectiveness of Financial Incentives for Viral Suppression: HPTN 065 Study. Value Health. 2019 

Feb;22(2):194-202. 

  

Tsuyuki K, Shoptaw SJ, Ransome Y, Chau G, Rodriguez-Diaz CE, Friedman RK, Srithanaviboonchai K, Li S, 

Mimiaga MJ, Mayer KH, Safren SA. The Longitudinal Effects of Non-injection Substance Use on Sustained 

HIV Viral Load Undetectability Among MSM and Heterosexual Men in Brazil and Thailand: The Role of ART 

Adherence and Depressive Symptoms (HPTN 063). AIDS Behav. 2019 Feb 6. 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

What would you like to see from our newsletters?  Please e-mail us with your thoughts and ideas 
at news@hptn.org. 
  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30586364
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30586364
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30615169
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30615169
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30653540
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30653540
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30653540
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30684099
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30684099
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30711064
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30711064
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30725397
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30725397
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30725397
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