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A Look Back at 2019  

 

 

 

The work accomplished by our Network during 2019 would not be possible without the support of and 

cooperation from research teams, study participants, funders, community partners, and other key 

stakeholders. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Learning Journey: 

Perspective from an HPTN Scholar  

 

 

https://hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=d8bb6c8072&e=a4557017ca


 

 

The HPTN Scholars Program increases opportunities for scientists from groups underrepresented in 

HIV prevention research. Since forming in 2010, Scholars have generated more than 32 primary-

authored publications, and recently two Scholars were named first-time protocol co-chairs for two HPTN 

studies in development. HPTN Scholars Program applications will be open in mid-March. New Scholars 

will begin their tenure on December 1. Please check the website for more details.  

 

By Wilfred T. Gurupira 

  

I thought by the time my response to the HPTN Scholars Program application came, I would be ready. I was 

not. An e-mail came on a Friday afternoon with an attachment, three days after my birthday. While I was 

hoping it was good news – I was still in the birthday buzz – I was apprehensive, as my application had been 

unsuccessful before.  The title of the email indicated it was a response to my Scholars Program application. 

However, the body of the email did not tell me what the decision was. I had to open the attached letter to find 

out. I was nervous as I clicked to open it. It took a while to open it for some reason, most likely due to my 

shaky fingers. When it finally opened, I began to read, only the word ‘congratulations’ stood out. I was finally 

an HPTN Scholar! 

  

 

Read More  
 

 

 

HPTN Resources  

 

 

https://hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=6377334ceb&e=a4557017ca
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https://hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=57e9ca67b3&e=a4557017ca


 

 

New to the HPTN? Need a 

refresher on where to find 

HPTN-branded templates? Or 

where to change your password 

on the HPTN website? We’ve 

got you. See below for some 

helpful links: 

 

  

 

HPTN Letterhead, Poster Templates, Slide Decks, and Logos  

 

HPTN Website Account Creation or Password Change  
 

Submitting a Concept and/or Ancillary Study Application  
 

Manual of Operations  
 

Research Tools  
 

 

 

Shoutouts  

 

 

https://hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=ab91d80561&e=a4557017ca
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Congratulations to the HPTN 083-01 and HPTN 084-01 study teams 

for reaching protocol V1.0. Both are sub-studies of HPTN 083 and 

HPTN 084, investigating safety, tolerability, and acceptability of the 

long-acting cabotegravir (CAB LA) injection in adolescent men 

who have sex with men in the U.S. (HPTN 083-01) and 

adolescent women in sub-Saharan Africa (HPTN 084-01). 

Screening and enrollment are expected to begin in February 2020 

for HPTN 083-01 and May 2020 for HPTN 084-01. 

 

 

 

Dr. Carlos del Rio, HPTN site principal investigator and executive 

associate dean for Emory University School of Medicine at Grady 

Health System in Atlanta, has been elected as the next foreign 

secretary of the National Academy of Medicine (NAM). As foreign 

secretary, Dr. del Rio will serve as a senior adviser on 

international matters to the NAM president and governing council, 

and as liaison to global academies of medicine and science. 

 

 

 

Dr. Jonatan Gioia and Mia Ryan were featured in the OutSmart 

Magazine article entitled, “A New Generation of Queer Activists.” Dr. 

Gioia is an HPTN 083 study team member and research associate 

at the Houston HIV/AIDS Research Team at the University of 

Texas Health Science Center (UTHealth) in Houston. Mia Ryan is 

an HPTN 083 Community Working Group member and HPTN 091 

community protocol representative. Mia is also a lay health 

promoter and outreach worker for UTHealth in Houston. OutSmart 

is Houston’s award-winning LGBTQ magazine. 
 

https://hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=c733ec1bbf&e=a4557017ca
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We thank Luciana Kamel for her 14 years supporting several 

HPTN studies including HPTN 052, HPTN 083 and HVTN 704/HPTN 

085 (AMP). Since 2005, Luciana has been involved with 

community education, building community skills, and empowering 

those deemed at risk for acquiring HIV at the Rio de Janeiro’s 

Laboratory of Clinical Research (LaPClin)/Oswaldo Cruz 

Foundation (Fiocruz). Through her efforts, LGBTQI+ community 

awareness concerning HIV biomedical prevention strategies has 

increased. Luciana recently joined the HVTN as a community 

engagement project manager, where she will continue supporting 

the AMP study and other HIV prevention initiatives. 
 

 

 

Network Member Spotlight  

 

 

 

 

Travis Love, a member of the HVTN 704/HPTN 085 (AMP) and 

HPTN 083 community working groups and HPTN Community 

Working Group Evaluation Committee, is a community educator 

for the Rutgers New Jersey Medical School Clinical Research 

Center in Newark, NJ. His position provides him the opportunity to 

communicate across disciplines, advocate for cultural 

competence within clinical spaces, and encourage community 

participation and feedback concerning clinical trials. By shifting 

the narrative, Travis has been able to foster meaningful 

relationships to celebrate those with devalued identities while 

promoting HIV prevention research studies. He was recently 

honored for his community engagement efforts at the 2019 

Newark PROUD Awards. 
 

 

How did you first get involved with the HPTN? 

I first got involved with HPTN through the AMP study, recruiting and retaining clients and promoting the 

research site to stakeholders and community members in the greater city of Newark.  

 

Read More  
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Awareness Days  

 

 

  

 

 

Hot Off The Press  

 

 

Velloza J, Heffron R, Amico KR, Rowhani-Rahbar A, Hughes JP, Li M, Dye BJ, Celum C, Bekker LG, Grant 

RM; HPTN 067/ADAPT Study Team. The Effect of Depression on Adherence to HIV Pre-exposure Prophylaxis Among 

High-Risk South African Women in HPTN 067/ADAPT. AIDS Behav. 2020 Jan 18. 

  

Krishnaratne S, Bond V, Stangl A, Pliakas T, Mathema H, Lilleston P, Hoddinott G, Bock P, Ayles H, Fidler 

S, Hargreaves JR. Stigma and Judgment Toward People Living with HIV and Key Population Groups Among Three 

Cadres of Health Workers in South Africa and Zambia: Analysis of Data from the HPTN 071 (PopART) Trial. AIDS Patient 

Care STDS. 2020 Jan;34(1):38-50. 

  

Zhang Y, Wymant C, Laeyendecker O, Grabowski MK, Hall M, Hudelson S, Piwowar-Manning E, McCauley 

M, Gamble T, Hosseinipour MC, Kumarasamy N, Hakim JG, Kumwenda J, Mills LA, Santos BR, Grinsztejn 

B, Pilotto JH, Chariyalertsak S, Makhema J, Chen YQ, Cohen MS, Fraser C, Eshleman SH. Evaluation of 

phylogenetic methods for inferring the direction of HIV transmission: HPTN 052.Clin Infect Dis. 2020 Jan 10. 

  

Topazian HM, Stoner MCD, Edwards JK, Kahn K, Gómez-Olivé FX, Twine R, Hughes JP, Cohen MS, Pettifor 

A. Variations in HIV risk by young women's age and partner age-disparity in rural South Africa (HPTN 068). J Acquir 

Immune Defic Syndr. 2020 Jan 3. 

  

Phillips G 2nd, Feinstein BA, Levy M, Kuo I, Glick SN, Fields SD, Dyer TV, Felt D, Magnus M. Changes in Sexual 

and Gender Identity and Their Associations with Internalized Homophobia Among Black Men Who Have Sex with Men in 
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the HPTN 061 BROTHERS Cohort. Arch Sex Behav. 2020 Jan 2. 

  

Stangl AL, Lilleston P, Mathema H, Pliakas T, Krishnaratne S, Sievwright K, Bell-Mandla N, Vermaak R, 

Mainga T, Steinhaus M, Donnell D, Schaap A, Bock P, Ayles H, Hayes R, Hoddinott G, Bond V, Hargreaves 

JR; HPTN 071 (PopART) Study Team. Development of parallel measures to assess HIV stigma and discrimination 

among people living with HIV, community members and health workers in the HPTN 071 (PopART) trial in Zambia and 

South Africa. J Int AIDS Soc. 2019 Dec 16. 

  

Sivay MV, Grabowski MK, Zhang Y, Palumbo PJ, Guo X, Piwowar-Manning E, Hamilton EL, Viet Ha T, 

Antonyak S, Imran D, Go V, Liulchuk M, Djauzi S, Hoffman I, Miller W, Eshleman SH. Phylogenetic Analysis of 

Human Immunodeficiency Virus from People Who Inject Drugs in Indonesia, Ukraine, and Vietnam: HPTN 074. Clin 

Infect Dis. 2019 Dec 3. 

  

Ranganathan M, Kilburn K, Stoner MCD, Hughes JP, MacPhail C, Gomez-Olive FX, Wagner RG, Kahn K, 

Agyei Y, Pettifor A. The mediating role of partner selection in the association between transactional sex and HIV 

incidence among young women. J Acquir Immune Defic Syndr. 2019 Nov 6. 

  

Goin DE, Pearson RM, Craske MG, Stein A, Pettifor A, Lippman SA, Kahn K, Neilands TB, Hamilton EL, Selin 

A, MacPhail C, Wagner RG, Gomez-Olive FX, Twine R, Hughes JP, Agyei Y, Laeyendecker O, Tollman S, 

Ahern J. Depression and incident HIV in adolescent girls and young women in HPTN 068: Targets for prevention and 

mediating factors. Am J Epidemiol. 2019 Oct 29. 

  

Cohen MS, Gamble T, McCauley M. Prevention of HIV Transmission and the HPTN 052 Study. Annu Rev Med. 

2019 Oct 25. 

  

Tolley EE, Li S, Zangeneh SZ, Atujuna M, Musara P, Justman J, Pathak S, Bekker LG, Swaminathan S, 

Stanton J, Farrior J, Sista N. Acceptability of a long-acting injectable HIV prevention product among US and African 

women: findings from a phase 2 clinical Trial (HPTN 076). J Int AIDS Soc. 2019 Oct;22 

  

Fogel JM, Sivay MV, Cummings V, Wilson EA, Hart S, Gamble T, Laeyendecker O, Fernandez RE, Del Rio C, 

Batey DS, Mayer KH, Farley JE, McKinstry L, Hughes JP, Remien RH, Beyrer C, Eshleman SH. HIV drug 

resistance in a cohort of HIV-infected men who have sex with men in the United States. AIDS. 2019 Oct 10. 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

What would you like to see from our newsletters?  Please e-mail us with your thoughts and ideas 
at news@hptn.org. 
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