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The Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections (CROI) returns to the Hynes Convention Center 

in Boston, March 8-11. HPTN researchers will present 17 abstracts covering HPTN 071, HPTN 075 and 

HPTN 078. Webcasts, abstracts, electronic posters and other electronic resources will be available on the 

CROI website after the conference ends. 

  

 

Updated Ethics Guidance for HIV Prevention 

Research  

 

 

https://hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=1934e16fc1&e=a4557017ca
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The HPTN has the mission of conducting HIV prevention research at the highest scientific and ethical 

standards. The updated HPTN Ethics Guidance for Research aims to facilitate the Network’s mission by 

raising awareness of the associated ethical considerations, engaging all network members in a discussion 

about those considerations, and promoting the integration of ethical considerations into the design and 

implementation of HIV research. 

 

 

 

(L-R, Drs. Jeremy Sugarman and Brandon Brown)  

 

Dr. Jeremy Sugarman, chair of the HPTN Ethics Working Group and Harvey M. Meyerhoff Professor of 

Bioethics and Medicine, at the Johns Hopkins Berman Institute of Bioethics in Baltimore and Dr. 

Brandon Brown, 2015-16 HPTN Domestic Scholar and current associate professor in the School of 

Medicine at the University of California, Riverside, led the revision with extensive input from the HPTN 

Ethics Working Group. HPTN Leadership and the Executive Committee provided additional support. 

  

Read More  
 

https://hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=0e0cfed9b3&e=a4557017ca


 

 

HPTN Black Caucus Featured in International 

Journal Article   

 

 

 

 

The HPTN Black Caucus meets at their annual strategic planning meeting to develop goals and 

objectives for the year ahead. 

 

HPTN Black Caucus members have co-authored an article entitled, “Development of a Black Caucus 

within the HIV Prevention Trials Network (HPTN): Representing the Perspectives of Black Men Who Have 

Sex with Men (MSM)” in the International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health.  

  

Black MSM have a disproportionate burden of HIV in the U.S. and have been underrepresented in 

biomedical research, including HIV clinical trials, due to socio-structural, socio-cultural, and psychosocial 

factors. The article discusses the formation and implementation of the HPTN Black Caucus from the 

perspective of key Black MSM community stakeholders to address these issues and the major themes 

that emerged from the qualitative narratives. 

  

 

Read More  
 

https://hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=3931ad7128&e=a4557017ca


  

 

 

Shoutout  

 

 

 

 

The HVTN 136/HPTN 092 study team met in Bethesda, Maryland, 

February 5-6, for study-specific training in preparation for study 

opening in late March. The Phase I study is a dose-escalation 

clinical trial designed to evaluate the safety, tolerability, 

pharmacokinetics, and antiviral activity of two monoclonal 

antibodies (PGT121.414.LS and VRC07-523LS) for HIV 

prevention. Staff from all six study sites met to review protocol 

requirements, clinic flow, study-specific procedures, and 

operational issues, including how to administer subcutaneous 

infusions. 
 

 

 

Network Member Spotlight  

 

 

 

Rameses Frederick is the HPTN/HVTN Community Education 

and Recruitment Program Coordinator at Emory Hope Clinic 

Vaccine Center in Atlanta. He has supported the educational and 

recruitment strategies for two landmark clinical trials, HVTN 

703/HPTN 081 and HPTN 083.  

   

How did you first get involved with the HPTN? 

As a health promotion specialist for Mercy Care, I attended a 

Hope Clinic Community Advisory Board meeting. The meeting 

https://hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=14aee3d374&e=a4557017ca
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was my first introduction to research and clinical trials from a 

community input perspective. Being asked to review protocols and 

provide feedback, and knowing my responses were valued, was 

an honor. 

 

Read More  
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What would you like to see from our newsletters?  Please e-mail us with your thoughts and 
ideas at news@hptn.org. 
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