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In place of the HPTN Annual Meeting, we 

will hold an update webinar. Join us to learn 

about the state of the Network, critical study 

updates, and next steps for 2020 and 

beyond. Keynote speaker, Dr. Anthony S. 

Fauci, will discuss COVID-19 public health 

and scientific challenges. Translation 

services will be provided. 

 

Read More  
 

https://hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=bea29c3490&e=a4557017ca


 

 

The Role of Proof of Concept Studies in HIV 

Prevention Research  

 

 

  

 

The clinical research process involves a progression of studies that build upon one another. These studies 

are designed to answer specific research questions. For pharmaceutical product development studies, 

this includes evaluating dose-response, safety, efficacy and acceptability. Proof-of-concept clinical trials, 

also known as test-of-concept studies, play an essential role in the product discovery and development 

process.  

 

Proof-of-concept (or PoC) studies are typically early-stage clinical trials conducted to understand whether 

an investigational product elicits a pathophysiologic signal, that is, does it produce the expected response 

in individuals. These studies usually include a placebo arm (i.e., an inert treatment or substance that has 

no known effects) to determine whether the investigational product has a real physiological effect. The 

effect's magnitude is evaluated to determine a product's potential for further studies, including dose-

escalation and efficacy trials. Put simply, the ultimate research question to answer in a proof-of-concept 

study is whether the concept or idea is worth pursuing further. 

  

 

Read More  
 

https://hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=6d32a25251&e=a4557017ca


 

 

Network Member Spotlight  

 

 

 

 

Mia Ryan Porter, a member of the HPTN 083 and HPTN 091 

community working groups, is a lay health promoter and outreach 

worker at the University of Texas Health Science Center at 

Houston (UTHealth). She is the founder and executive director of 

Sister to Sister, a support group for trans-binary and non-binary 

individuals and allies. Mia is also a member of Transgender Ally 

Collective (TAC), a group of grassroots nonprofits working to 

provide safe spaces and create more awareness regarding the 

state of crisis many binary transgender women find themselves in. 

 

Read More  
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What would you like to see from our newsletters?  Please e-mail us with your thoughts and 
ideas at news@hptn.org. 
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