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The Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections (CROI) takes place virtually from March 6-

10. Live interactive and engaging sessions will be featured each day, along with on-demand content. 

HPTN researchers will present six abstracts (one oral; five Scientific Spotlights™) covering HPTN 052, 

HPTN 071, and HPTN 083. Presentations will be available online after their initial presentation at 

hptn.org/presentedresearch. 
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We look back at 2020, a year that brought many unexpected challenges due to the 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, as well as new HIV prevention research findings. 

 

 

Shoutouts  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Dr. Mina Hosseinipour, HPTN 084 protocol co-

chair, professor of medicine at the University of North Carolina 

(UNC) at Chapel Hill School of Medicine, and scientific director of 

UNC Project-Malawi in Lilongwe, Malawi. UNC leadership 

recently awarded her with a 2021 Distinguished Teaching Award 

for post-baccalaureate instruction.  Since 2005, Dr. Hosseinipour 

has hosted and mentored more than 100 young researchers, 

providing them with the clinical and global research experience 

necessary to advance their academic careers in global health. 
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The HPTN LOC welcomes Jasmine Sanders, our first intern, as 

part of a newly established internship program between FHI 360 

and North Carolina Central University, an historically Black 

university located just a short distance from our headquarters in 

Durham, NC. Jasmine is working toward her bachelor’s degree in 

public health education. She will support us by analyzing and 

optimizing the HPTN website and working on HPTN 096 branding 

and video creation projects. We are excited to have Jasmine join 

our HPTN team and look forward to her skilled contributions to our 

HIV prevention activities. 
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Dr. Steven Shoptaw is protocol co-chair for HPTN 094, a 

professor in the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) 

departments of Family Medicine and Psychiatry and Biobehavioral 

Sciences, and professor (Hon) in psychiatry at the University of 

Cape Town. He energetically leads research, clinical, and policy 

efforts that bring novel and high-impact strategies and delivering 

culturally competent care and prevention for persons affected by 

addictions and HIV. Mentoring emerging clinical and research 

scholars worldwide is a strong passion as well. Recent examples 

include involvement in the HPTN Scholars program and the newly 

minted HPTN Bridge program. Dr. Shoptaw also maintains a 

limited clinical psychology practice at UCLA, treating severe 

substance use and mental health disorders. 
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What would you like to see from our newsletters?  Please e-mail us with your thoughts and 
ideas at news@hptn.org. 
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