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More than 81,000 drug overdose deaths occurred in the U.S. in the 12 months ending in 

May 2020, the highest number of  overdose deaths ever recorded in a 12-month period, 

according to provisional data f rom the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC). People who inject drugs (PWID) face more than just the risk of  overdose. The lack 

of  access to health care, including medication for opioid use disorder (MOUD), poverty, 

poly-substance use, and mental health disorders experienced by PWID, combine to 

worsen the risk of  HIV transmission and acquisition along with other serious health issues. 



 

When they exist, the available health services needed to address the diverse health needs 

of  PWID are of ten distant, presenting significant barriers to access. Opioid use i tself is a 

disorganizing factor in the lives of  PWID, interfering with consistent access to healthcare, 

and the stigma or judgment PWID face f rom healthcare personnel cause many to avoid 

seeking care. HPTN 094 addresses the overlapping and intertwined epidemics of  opioid 

addiction and HIV acquisition among PWID. The study is reaching people living with opioid 

use disorder (OUD) by bringing integrated and judgment-f ree health services delivered in a 

mobile unit, supported by peer navigation, to where they live.  
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HPTN 2019-2020 Domestic Scholar Dr. 

Derek  T. Dangerf ield II, along with co-mentors Dr. Irene 

Kuo, and Dr. Manya Magnus, published an article in 

the Archives of  Sexual Behavior entitled "Sexual Risk 

Prof iles Among Black Sexual Minority Men: Implications 

for Targeted PrEP Messaging." The article highlights 

important data explorations of HPTN 073 and supports 

the need for culturally relevant, tailored, and targeted 

PrEP messaging for Black men who have sex with men. 

Dr. Dangerf ield is an assistant professor at the Johns 

Hopkins University School of Nursing in Baltimore. 
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Dr. Colleen Kelley, HPTN 083 and HPTN 083-02 

protocol team member, and associate professor of 

medicine at Emory University School of Medicine in the 

Division of  Infectious Diseases in Atlanta, recently 

received the 2021 HIVMA Research Award. She was 

recognized for her outstanding contributions to HIV 

research, including signif icant contributions in 

understanding how the mucosal inf lammatory milieu 

mediates the risk of  HIV acquisition.  

 

 

 

Dr. Brandon Brown, a current member of  the HPTN 

Ethics Working Group and HPTN 2015-16 Domestic 

Scholar, has been named a 2021 Emerging Leader in 

Health and Medicine Scholar by the National Academy 

of  Medicine. Dr. Brown is one of  only ten emerging 

leaders chosen this year, all of  whom are early- to mid-

career professionals from a wide range of  health-related 

f ields. He is also an associate professor in 

the Department of  Social Medicine, Population and 

Public Health in the School of Medicine at the University 

of  California, Riverside. 

 

 

 

Network Member Spotlight  

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=eebacd2321&e=a4557017ca__;!!ELf_LxN3sEQ!PReBxj4OQ1wEv_qic6IhjoQwWAuBK55FnHFEDZmlkCkdQ5RFBoGw-RNyUIwa1HOI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/hptn.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=096564c7fcdaad1cb8e9bca0c&id=332de87723&e=a4557017ca__;!!ELf_LxN3sEQ!PReBxj4OQ1wEv_qic6IhjoQwWAuBK55FnHFEDZmlkCkdQ5RFBoGw-RNyUEcDli74$


 

 

Dr. Susan Buchbinder, HPTN 091 investigator, is 

director of  Bridge HIV, a grant-funded research unit 

housed in the San Francisco Department of  Public 

Health. She is also a clinical professor of Medicine and 

Epidemiology at UCSF, where she attends at San 

Francisco General Hospital and teaches in the Training 

in Clinical Research program. 

 

 

What attracted you to a career in HIV prevention research? 

 

I came to San Francisco for medical school just as the HIV epidemic started and went 

through those early, dark years when we didn’t know a lot and didn’t have tools to help 

people living with HIV. I had early hope for a safe and ef fective HIV vaccine (still a dream 

of  mine), and when that was going to be a challenge, I felt we needed other approaches to 

prevent HIV. Just telling people to use condoms wasn’t going to work. It seemed that we 

needed better biomedical tools (like PrEP) to help prevent new infections and better 

strategies to ensure that our tools are desired, accessible, and usable by people globally.  

 

Read More  
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Leddy AM, Neilands TB, Twine R, Kahn K, Ahern J, Pettifor A, Lippman SA.  Examining 
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Implications for Targeted PrEP Messaging. Arch Sex Behav. 2021 Sep 29. 

  

Scheidell JD, Dyer TV, Hucks-Ortiz C, Abrams J, Mazumdar M, Cleland C, Irvine N, Turpin 

RE, Severe M, Mayer K, Khan M. Characterisation of  social support following incarceration 

among black sexual minority men and transgender women in the HPTN 061 cohort study. 

BMJ Open. 2021 Sep 29;11(9):e053334.  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

What would you like to see from our newsletters?  Please e-mail us with your thoughts and 
ideas at news@hptn.org. 
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