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ABSTRACT 

Situational sex is especially relevant to HIV/STI transmission, as it is often associated with social 

vulnerability and behaviors that threaten sexual health. Black men who have sex with men (MSM) in the 

U.S. bear a disproportionate burden of HIV and other STIs. Using SEM and a prospective cohort of Black 

MSM from the HIV Prevention Trial Network (HPTN) 061 dataset we tested a conceptual model of a 

mediating syndemic factor at 6-months (drug use, depression, life stress) in the relationship between 

ecological constructs at baseline (anti-black and homophobic experiences, childhood trauma and 

economic vulnerability) and situational sex at 12-months (drug use during sex, transactional sex).  Key 

findings included significant pathways from reports of childhood trauma at baseline to drug use during 

sex, and an association between being homosexual/gay identified (vs. other non-heteronormative 

identity) and drug use during sex. General drug use had a direct association with both situational sex 

outcomes.   
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