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Introduction

« 2015: First cohort of International Scholars:
Emilia Jalil (Brazil), Jesne Kistan (South Africa)

« Based at the Perinatal HIVV Research Unit as a
sub-investigator working on HPTN 052, HPTN
075 and HPTN 077 clinical trials

« Attended the HPTN Annual meeting in 2015;
watched domestic scholars present work, Prof
LGB present on HPTN 067

* Awareness of the program: HPTN scholar call
sent to all research sites via emalil

* Project: a sub-study of HPTN 067 looking at
acceptablility and adherence of PrEP among
South Africa women of varying age groups




HPTN

HIV Prevention
Trials Network

Scholars application process

Requirements

* Project proposal
based on available
studies, NIH
biographical sketch,
motivational letters
from mentor and
employee, PHS 398
Grant application

INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARS PROGRAM

A Scholarship Opportunity in HIV Preventio R esearch

The HIV Prevention Trials Network {(HPTN), a
global network of HIV researdhers funded by the
LS. National Instit tes of Health, is proud to

offer an 18 month scholarship program for early- APFLY BY
creer intemational imvestigators.
An applicant should: 25 SEPTEMBER
: arl::l:r oMme fr:lfnaa disadvantaged background 201 5
+ Be acurent PhD, MD or MBChB student, or
within 10 years of graduation Selections made:

by early October 2015
Funding period:

+ Be <A0years old at applcatio dad line

1 November 2015 through
The scholarship provides for up to 30% salary 30 April 2017
support, travel funds, and other research

expenses. Applicants should be eager for the
opportunity to work with a mentor sdentis to
complete a research project based upon an
existing HIV research study in the HPTN.

> it

The HPTN Scholars Progrom & funded by 6 supplement from the US. National institute of Allergy ond Infectious Diseases (NIAID],
under Cooperalive Agreement UM AIDGRG19.

T learm mare about the Intemational Scholars Program, the application prooess, and our current Donwestic Scwdars, visi:
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Scholars application process

Letters of support: engage with mentor prior to

application process, engage with employer for
support

. PF

S 398: familiarity with grants, discussions

Wit

n financial departments of institutions

Project proposal: awareness of research

currently being conducted, awareness of
research protocols, case report forms
(available on website)

 Ask the ISP co-ordinator: Erica Hamilton is
hands on, willing to help.
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First experiences

 QOrientation in Seattle: meet
with domestic and
International scholars,
essential for networking and
collaboration

* Meeting with co-ordinators:
David Serwadda, Erica
Hamilton: essential orientation
into the program

 Introduction to SCHARP: y -
discuss face-to-face 3 { AMain Entrance Qi
reCIUIrementS ; . 1.~- b Visitor and B Parking \\ .
« Monthly calls: learning .,
opportunity, progress reports,

oy _ $ SEATTLE e
o TR 5 A CANCER CARE R
h . Sriis g 3 ALLIANCE
supportive mechanism P N | ‘

FRED HUTCH
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Challenges of the program

« Mentor-mentee contact time: due to being Iin
different cities. Creative meeting opportunities:
visit to the PHRU, annual meet, calls, emails

« Statistical support: based in Seattle, possible
misinterpretations of requirements, fitting into a
demanding environment — forward planning

* Moving to an governmental organization —
financial support does not continue. This
excludes a large proportion of medical doctors
from these opportunities.
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Benefits of the program

« Learnin g expe rience: research : Rethinking HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis prevention strategy
Stati Sti CS y Writi n g S ki I I S y m e n to re d by The prevalence of HIV in young South African women  PrEP have failed in studies involving women in South

aged 20-24years s three times higher than that in their  Africa. In particular, adherence to PrEP has been low

WO rI d re n OW n I e ad e rS male counterparts Young South African women are  in dlinical trials.* HIV prevention strategies applied in

2 key population group that contributes to 30% of all ~ cinical trial settings of young South African women
- - new infections in the country, highlighting the need for  can lack the cultural, socioeconomic, and historical
« Collaborat th other memb f -
O a. O ra I 0 n WI O e r e e rS 0 effective HIV prevention strategies in this population™  background knowledge and insight to cater for the
Although HIV oral pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) has  specific needs of this population. A PrEP panacea might,

th e n etWO rk ; p u b I i S h e d an O p i n i O n proven effective in several cinical trials, vaginal and oral - therafore, not be an achievable goal.
piece for the Lancet HIV S

« Writing skills improved; published in
the Royal Society of School and
Hygiene R ———

- Job opportunities; acceptance into S ——
th e D e p artm e nt Of C 0 m m un |ty H e alth Pulmonary TB: \::Irt{:anl \rrai:gloo“grlectaolj I;roeus;n;r;:co:s in individuals
Medicine Registrar training program S ———

Andreas Diacon®, Bavesh Kana" and Neil Martinson™®

) I O re S e n t WO r k at th e A n n u al erinatal HIV Reseoich Unit and MRC Sowelo Metosar Collborating Centre for HIVIAIDS and TB (SoMCHAT) Faculty of Feath
Sdences, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africe;®Foculty of Health Sciences, Siman Fraser Unhversity, Bumaby, Canada; Division
of Physiology, Department of Medical Biochemistry, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sdences, Stellenbasch University, Cape Town, South

m e e t I n Africe; “DSTINRF Centre of Excellence for Bomedicol T8 Research, Focuty of Health Sciences, University of the Witwatersrend, Netional
Health Laboratory Service, Johanneshurg, South Africa; “Johns Hopkins University Center for T8 Research, Baltimore, MO, USA;
IDenartment of Community Health, School of Public Health, Faculty of Hedlth Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa

« To complete a manuscript and
submit for publication
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Tips for new scholars

* Build a supportive network:
mentors, employers

* Be cognizant of HPTN
clinical studies — utilize the
website

« Awareness of deadlines:
application, progress report,
manuscript deadlines

« Maximise opportunities
within the network: actively
seek learning opportunities
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