
Constructing Taxonomies:
Identifying Distinctive Class of HIV Support 

and Risk Networks Among People Who Inject 
Drugs (PWID) and Their Network Members

Laurens G. Van Sluytman, PhD, LCSW-c
Morgan State University

School of Social Work
Baltimore, Maryland 21251

Mentor: Carl Latkin, PhD – JHU
HPTN 037

11 April 2017



Network theory

Taxonomies 

Specific Aims

– To identify taxonomies of network characteristics among PWID 

and members of their network 

– To determine whether the taxonomies are effective at predicting 

the impact of a peer-educator intervention to reduce the rate of 

HIV infection 

– To determine the characteristics of highly effective networks.

Methods

– Secondary data analysis of HPTN 037

Introduction





LATENT CLASSES RISK CATEGORIES









• Sex risk remains a challenge in all classes.

• Age, race and housing remain significant determinants of 

risk.

• Transformations occurred from baseline to 6mon among 

treatment and control groups. 

– What transformations in the social environments inform 

these changes (e.g., housing, incarceration)?

• Interventions (e.g., treatment on demand, safe injection sites, 

wrap around service) must be tailored to address the risk in 

each category as well as the determinant of such risk

Summary
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